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Historic Villages Revitalization 

& Development  

Ad Hoc Citizens Committee  

Pataskala, Ohio  

                     April 20 , 2009  

  

        Fin al Recommendation Report  
      

 

Purpose:  To create a working vision for needed improvements to enhance the quality of life in 

each of the three village centers of Pataskala; Summit Station, Columbia Center/ Blanche Addition 

and Pataskala Village. 

 

Introdu ction:  
The Ad Hoc Citizens Committee on Village Revitalization wishes to express its thanks to City 

Council for entrusting them with this study.  In this process of close examination we have learned 

much about our community and about how a pro-active city government can guide a communityôs 

evolution over time and set the tone for how a community feels about itself. 

 

The Committee recommends that the following next steps should be undertaken with all due haste 

to keep the report from becoming just a ñbook shelfò effort: 

 

1. The most important action with regard to implementation is to show demonstrated 

support for the plan. The Ad Hoc Committee strongly urges the City Council to hold a 

town meeting to obtain further comment on the recommendations of the report 

2. The Committee respectfully requests City Council to pass a resolution adopting these 

recommendations, as the Cityôs revitalization development plan for the village centers.  

Having an adopted revitalization development plan will make the City eligible to apply 

for State and Federal grant funds that could be applied to the projects recommended in 

this plan. 

3. The Committee recommends that the Planning Director be instructed to convene a 

ñHousing Advisory Committeeò with the objective of producing a Community Housing 

Improvement Plan by November of 2009, which is a necessary first step for applying for 

Ohio Department of Development grant funds in 2010 to assist elderly, handicapped and 

low income families with bringing their homes to safe and habitable condition. 

4. The Committee recommends that the City works with all due haste to obtain funds to 

construct neighborhood sidewalks and other infrastructure improvements, including 

segments of the Cross Town Line multipurpose path. 

5. The Committee recommends that every effort be made to accomplish some improvements 

in each of the village target areas each year. 

 

The final recommendations of this study are closely aligned with the problems, opportunities, and 

prioritization of the many suggested important activities that were listed in the Status Report of 

November 2008 (Appendix 1). The project specific recommendations are followed by a section on 
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implementation. This includes some important next steps as well as a quick discussion of how 

these projects may be funded or incentivized. 

 

The Committeeôs charge from Council was to study and make recommendations that would 

promote the revitalization of the three historic study areas.  The Committee quickly determined 

that while working toward these recommendations and focusing on the historic villages there was 

also a need to work in the context of unification of the entire community as one city with many 

distinct and vibrant neighborhoods, both historic and modern.   

 

Thus under the umbrella of that vision, the most important task was how to maintain and enhance 

the unique identity of each village center but still help each to relate to the community as a whole. 

A central focus developed on the preservation of the best assets of each village center, with 

restoration of lost amenities and creation of new features that serve modern life in a rural 

community.  No attempt has been made to prioritize work in one village center over the other. It is 

hoped that an improvements schedule can be worked out that will provide fair attention to each 

village and maximize the impact of investments to be made in the future. 

 

Several of the final recommendations are policy or program oriented. Many will be actions that the 

City may undertake as funding is secured as well as strategies to seek out that funding. Many 

recommendations are achievable through the actions of the private sector, individuals and service 

or not-for-profit agencies that share similar visions and goals. Our challenge will be to inspire 

those ñCommunity Capitalò 
1
reserves within Pataskala itself to act when and where they can on 

behalf of revitalization in our own backyards. 

 

Illustrations have been included to better communicate the vision that grew out of this effort.  

Pictures sometimes have greater power to convey ideas than lengthy prose.  

But we must emphasize that the illustrations and mapping are not intended to prescribe the 

ultimate, final, or only acceptable improvements or forms of improvements to be brought to the 

village centers.  They are intended to convey a sense of the possible; a vision of how each village 

center could have its quality of life restored and the elements and aesthetic that would contribute to 

revitalization of each center.  The Committee sincerely hopes that the spirit of these illustrations 

and recommendations will stimulate even greater creativity and energy toward the ultimate goal of 

revitalization of the village centers in a framework of community unification. 

 

We will try in this report to ñshowò the vision for Summit Station, Columbia Center/ Fursville, and 

Old Pataskala and our recommendations on how to achieve that vision.  These will include brief 

descriptions of programs and policies that serve the accomplishment of the vision.  Throughout the 

document references will be made to appendix material that will contain more thorough 

discussions of planning concepts and financial tools that might be brought to bear on the 

implementation of these recommendations.   

 

Take a visual ride with us now and explore the possibilities we see for Pataskala, with a capital 

ñPò, and for its historic village centers. 

                                                 
1
 Community Capitalism, Ron Kitchens, 2008, AuthorHouse, Bloomington, Indiana. 
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Common  Theme : 

Railroad History  

 
 

Revitalization efforts are most successful when the community can embrace and promote a 

thematic element that represents an important person, feature or era in its development. 

 

Railroads past were drivers of the development of Summit Station and Columbia Center.  They 

unite the villages and the whole of Pataskala, historically and physically. 

 

Railroads and model railroads continue to attract enthusiasts throughout the country. 

 

The historic context and motifs of the Victorian era to the early 20
th
 century represent the growth 

of Summit Station, Columbia Center and Pataskala. This was also the time period when railroads 

were the dominant form of long distance transportation in the United States. 

 

Summary of Recommendations in Each Village that Promote the Theme 

 

1. Summit Station:  Redevelop the business center near the old rail station in Summit Station 

a. Preserve the mural/ min-plaza at the Post Office and  historic homes and buildings 

b. Fill in vacant shops with coffee shops, gathering places and personal service type 

businesses 

c. Streetscaping of Summit Road between Broad Street and Cleveland Avenue using 

grants and tax incentives: 

i. More defined and landscaped on and off street parking  

ii.  Street trees and planter boxes 

iii.  Sidewalks with streetlights and benches 

iv. Unified signage and architectural treatment 

d. Family friendly improvements to the residential neighborhoods 

i. Demolish dilapidated houses and structures 

ii.  Renovate homes / use of grants and tax incentives 

iii.  Neighborhood enhancements; park space, correct drainage problems, street 

paving  

 

2. Columbia Center/ Fursville: Celebrate the rail workers that settled Columbia Center and 

Fursville with: 

a. Preservation of historic homes and buildings 

b. Demolish dilapidated houses and structures 
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c. Renovate homes / use of grants and tax incentives 

d. Neighborhood enhancements; park space, correct drainage problems, align zoning 

with placement of water and sewer taps 

e. Streetscaping and revitalization of commercial areas along the Broad Street corridor 

that links the two neighborhoods/ use of grants and tax incentives 

f. Create a village green and link to community path 

 

3. Old Pataskala: Redevelop the rail center Old Pataskala much as proposed in the 1990 

Master Plan, drawn by local architect Dean Ramsey (page 22) using grants and tax 

incentives as available, featuring: 

a. Shops, cafés, gathering places 

b. Observation platform 

c. Link to the community path  

d. Street trees and planter boxes 

e. Unified signage and architectural treatments 

f. Family friendly improvements to the residential neighborhoods 
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Cross Town Line:  

Linking the Community of Today  

  
Example of a river walk treatment in developed area  Mill Creek crossing- a naturalized setting 

 

The committee envisions a cross-town multi-purpose path, which we have dubbed the ñCross 

Town Lineò that would physically link the villages, connect activity nodes, and provide greater 

opportunities for social interactions between the village centers.  

 

The Cross Town Line provides a popular recreational amenity that will provide a greater quality of 

life for residents, enhance property values, provide alternatives to motor transportation and is a 

project that would enjoy wide-spread community support. 

 

The Cross Town Line would be a multi-use, pedestrian/ bikeway corridor. 

 

a. Follow stream corridors where possible 

b. Utilize the railroad right-of-way where possible; an example is the trail connecting 

Newark to Longaberger Golf Club  

c. Connect to destinations, such as schools, parks, library, market areas and YMCA  

d. Partner with like- minded organizations such as Licking Metro Parks  and biking 

clubs for development of the path and long term maintenance 

e. Long term vision:  complete the linkage into Newark and the Metro Parks system 

 

 

 

Bike trail next to active rail corridor 

extending into Newark. This photo was taken 

near the Longaberger Golf Club. Note the 

chain link safety fence and the decorative 

split rail that  defines the path edges. 
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Insert Bike Route map 
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The Arts as a Strategy f or 

Community Building and Tourism  
 

 
 

Throughout todayôs Pataskala there live creative people and professional artists. 

 

Public arts installations and arts events enhance the quality of life of the residents, enrich the 

cultural education of children and attracts tourism that supports local businesses. 

 

Arts organizations provide support for creative endeavors while at the same time providing 

outlets for creative citizens to serve the community with their strengths and talents. 

 

1.  Encourage the arts community to engage the wider community through public art projects 

that enhance the visual appearance of the community and celebrates its farm and rail 

heritage: 

a. Murals - the mural at Summit Station Post Office is one example of their use 

b. Private businesses can participate and gather recognition by allowing art works on 

sides of buildings and fencing 

c. Engage art students, historians and local artists 

d. Many communities have parleyed mural projects into tourism attractions: examples 

include barn quilt painting projects and the Portsmouth levy murals  

2. Create a local arts council to coordinate public art projects 

a. Independent non-profit-that can partner with City and other groups 

b. Raises its own funds  

c. Coordinates artists, projects, and events 

d. Approves artwork for outdoor installations 

e. Explores new project ideas  

f. Collaborates with City and other agencies and groups on multi-faceted projects 

3. Foundation grants are available in support of the arts and public art projects 

4. Developers should be encouraged to incorporate art projects into their developments 

 

Public art is not just an urban concept ï it has been adapted from city 

settings into rural settings as well. This well kept Harrison County Barn 

was part of the Ohio Bicentennial Barn project as well as the local quilt-

barn  mural project.



10 

 

 

Common Needs   

Infrastructure Upgrades  Strategy  
 

 
Existing Conditions:  Summit Station                  and               Old Village  

 

All the village centers were determined to suffer from deteriorated public infrastructure. Though 

some street resurfacing has been undertaken with CDBG grant funds, much additional work is 

needed to correct drainage, parking, lighting and general appearance. 

 

Pave Streets 

Install Sidewalks 

Improve Berms 

Improve Curbs and Drainage  

Install Street Lights  

Install Street Trees and Flowering Plants 

 

Incorporate as much ñgreenò technology in all new projects as feasible. 

 

  
    Examples of business area treatments-  

 energy saving decorative  lights  Reynoldsburg streetscape project 

 


