Analysis of Impediments 
This section discusses the issues of equal and fair access to housing of choice and any impediments that may exist within the community that might be able to be addressed in a Community Housing Improvement Strategy.

An analysis should consider access to the following:  home financing or insurance, and  discrimination in renting, advertising, or selling homes and on the part of any of the actors in the residential home markets.  

Historically, the Licking County Regional Planning Commission has functioned as the  Fair Housing coordinator throughout the County and for Pataskala.  They conduct trainings and educational outreach for Pataskala’s residents.  They have not referred any concerns to the City in the last two years.

The Fair Housing Coordinator facilitated a Foreclosure Task Force during 2008, and the City participated in these sessions.  The Task Force organized community education fairs and distributed information for homeowners that might be having trouble with a potential foreclosure.  Identification of local certified counselors and mediators to help with restructuring proposals were significant enhancements to local resources brought about by the Task Force.

 Over the last two years of observation, it appears that the local newspapers do a good job of printing the equal advertising for housing statement and its symbol on a regular basis.  Discriminatory ads do not appear.  

Also no evidence of discrimination on the part of sellers, renters, bankers or insurance has been detected in the last two years.

However, the City occasionally receives calls from tenants that are frustrated with landlords not making necessary repairs to their property.  These are referred to the County Health Department, the Fair Housing Office, and sometimes the Courts for any possible assistance they may be able to provide.  This is an issue where the City could be more proactive if a property maintenance code were available.
In the future, the City and its Fair Housing Coordinator should continue education and outreach and monitoring activities, as well as conduct more research into specific practices and whether minorities and other protected classes are being treated differently . When complaints are received, they must be dealt with swift action to investigate and rectify the problem.

