Analysis of Demographics
In 1990, the City of Pataskala did not yet exist, having merged the Village of Pataskala and the rest of Lima Township in 1996.  In the attached Data Tables all 1990 information has aggregated the demographics of the Village and the Township in order to have a more accurate representation of the changes that have occurred in this community between the 1990 and 2000 Census.

Also, the 2000 Census is now 10 years old, and the 2010 Census data collection is about to commence.  Many changes that have occurred in the community since 2010 are not reflected in required Data Tables for the CHIS document.  In the second half of 2008, the City Planning Commission examined the housing market in the City and discovered updated population estimates of over 15,000 from the Mid Ohio Regional Planning Commission.    That study also examined the impact of the rising number of foreclosures on the community; these include driving up vacancy rates, increased drag on neighborhoods due to damage and poor maintenance of homes that end up in foreclosure and bankruptcy and loss of financing for new homes and elderly apartment projects.  Portions of this study, including an inventory of platted but unbuilt subdivision lots are attached  to this section.
What can be seen from the Data Tables, is that the community experienced a period of significant new construction and growth over the last 20 years that dilutes the proportion of housing needing rehabilitation.  However, the older and steadily deteriorating housing stock and its lower income residents have not shared in the prosperity that the new growth falsely implies.  It is this housing stock and lower income, elderly and disabled residents, that forms a core of unaddressed need in Pataskala.  The resources of the County’s Housing Improvement Program have been used in Pataskala over the years, but are much too little to adequately serve the entire County.

The City continues to be approximately 2/3 homeowners, and the vast majority of housing is in single family detached units.  Most elderly still live at home; sometimes in homes on very large acreage that they no longer farm.  In addition, a large number of homes exist in areas without public water and sewer, and these will need to be monitored for the proper functioning of the home septic treatment systems under the City’s new (2009)Ohio EPA Non-Point Source Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  If systems are not performing adequately, the owners will be required to take very expensive corrective actions.  The small number of special needs population and the dispersal of the low income population throughout the City geographically create few identified housing target areas according to the 2000 Census, however, the area that includes the Blanche Addition (Target Area 1) shows a great deal of decay of housing and properties.  Other smaller streets and neighborhoods are expected to show pockets of income based need for targeted interventions in the future.
