Continuum of Care
Agencies within Licking County have developed a basic set of resources that provides assistance or support for most levels of need.  The Salvation Army and Center for New Directions provide emergency shelters for the homeless and victims of domestic abuse.  The Red Cross steps in with emergency housing, food, shelter in response to disasters and burn outs.  The Veterans agency provides emergency assistance for housing or other needs to Veterans.  The Agency on Aging helps the elderly stay in their home by coordinating volunteers to do household chores and repairs, while the Board of Developmental Disabilities helps families provide care for their affected family members. It also works to place adults into structured group home settings.  Emergency food and other forms of assistance are available from local churches and LEADs (the Community Action Agency) Pataskala Branch.  The Pataskala Branch of the YMCA hosts the United Way and the Health Department WIC programs.  Coordinating it all is the Pathways 211 Crisis Hotline, to help callers access the best agency for their needs quickly.

While some of these services are provided to the client in their own homes, unfortunately most have their main offices in Newark, the Licking County Seat.  It is sometimes difficult for residents of Pataskala to make the journey to Newark to access the needed services.  There are limited resources for helping with large scale disasters or for a growing population, especially in the face of the recent economic downturns.  
To complete the housing portion of the continuum of care spectrum, it is notable that within the City there is a supply of subsidized apartments, two nursing homes, one elderly-only apartment complex, and an ample supply of “starter” homes that are affordable to a family making the median income.  Very low vacancy rates in elderly communities suggest that Licking County as a whole has need for more subsidized elderly housing.

